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INTRODUCTION
Uniting the academic world and art 
market,  The TEFAF Curator Course 
offers an exceptional gateway to a 
realm of expertise, market insights,  and
networking.

This unique program offers a rare 
chance to tap into the experiences and 
expertise of international  seasoned 
col leagues, members of the TEFAF 
Vetting community,  and renowned art 
dealers,  each a luminary in their 
special ized field. Addit ional ly,  the 
course brings together leading 
academics who i l luminate specific art 
world subjects with their expertise.

The col laborative mission between 
Maastricht University (MU) and The 
European Fine Art Foundation (TEFAF),  
supported by AXA XL, is clear:  to 
provide museum curators with a unique 
platform to immerse themselves in the 
art market,  unlock valuable insights,  
and establ ish robust international  
networks.

This program is meticulously crafted to
equip curators with the tools,  profound
insight,  and invaluable contacts
necessary to navigate the art market 
ski l l ful ly.  It  covers a range of 
considerations for gifts,  and
acquisit ions, such as due di l igence and
market research, practical  aspects of 
art law, and broader col lecting
impl ications, including social impact 
and the ethics of external funding.



FAST FACTS

COURSE DATES
Tuesday, March 10, to

Saturday, March 14, 2026

LOCATION
Maastricht,  The Netherlands

APPLICATION DEADLINE 
October 1,  2025

FINAL SELECTED PARTICIPANTS
10 persons

FEES
There is no course fee, but travel & 

accomodation at own expenses

CERTIFICATE
TEFAF/Maastricht University

CONTACT
curator-course-

sbe@maastrichtuniversity.nl

APPLY NOW

GAIN ART MARKET INSIGHTS
Participants wi l l  have the unique 
opportunity to learn from senior 
Vetting members about 
authenticating and attributing 
artworks,  gain valuable insights 
from renowned art dealers,  and 
engage in discussions with 
academic experts on values and 
responsibi l i t ies. This 
comprehensive approach equips 
curators to tackle the chal lenges 
and seize the opportunit ies the 
evolving art world presents.

EXPAND YOUR NETWORK
This outstanding program offers a 
unique opportunity for 
professionals to enhance their 
market expertise and establ ish 
meaningful  connections with peers 
and col leagues in the art world. 
These connections faci l i tate 
potential  loans and acquisit ions 
and unlock opportunit ies for 
development and donations.

EXCEPTIONAL ACCESS
The TEFAF Curator Course occurs 
during the prestigious TEFAF 
Maastricht fair and at Maastricht 
University in The Netherlands, 
offering a blend of hands-on 
experience and academic 
knowledge in navigating the 
multi faceted art world.

“The TEFAF Curator Course takes you on a kaleidoscopic journey into the
art market; it initiates the professional dialog between museum curators, 
art dealers and private collectors in a very personal way. I will benefit from
this inspiring exchange for a long time to come.”
—Katharina Weiler, Curator at Museum Angewandte Kunst and course participant in 2024.

https://made2measure.org/tefaf-curator-course/


COURSE ASSIGNMENT: A STRATEGIC APPROACH TO INFORMED ACQUISITIONS

This innovative course offers participants the opportunity to work together in 
groups, uti l iz ing the knowledge and insights gained from lectures and mentor 
sessions to develop an informed strategy for expanding col lections. The course 
culminates in a presentation of a acquisit ion strategy to a simulated leadership
panel ,  providing a comprehensive understanding of the multi faceted
considerations required when preparing for an acquisit ion, whether through
loans, gi fts,  or purchases.

ASSIGNED CATEGORY
The 10 selected appl icatants wi l l be
divided into groups of 2 for the
assignment. Based on expertise, each
group wil l be appointed a specific
TEFAF category to focus on. These 
categories not only include painting
and sculpture from al l centuries,  but 
also ancient art,  furniture, design, 
objects,  jewel lery,  etc.

MENTOR SESSIONS
During the course, groups wil l be
matched with a senior vetting
member. These pairings wi l l be made 
according to specific categories,  
al lowing participants to explore the
fair in a focused manner. 

This setup wi l l create a platform for
participants to engage with seasoned
col leagues, inquire about the
chal lenges and opportunit ies within
the acquisit ion process, and foster
lasting professional  relationships.

LECTURE TOPICS
Throughout the course, lectures and
interviews wi l l be conducted at the
university and fair focusing on various
relevant topics to guide and inform
the participants personal  growth and
development, such as art market 
dynamics and the art business,  legal
issues, provenance and fundraising.



REQUIREMENTS
Interested individuals should submit
their appl ications, including the
required documents: a curriculum 
vitae (CV),  a letter of motivation, at 
least three years of curatorial
experience, and a reference letter 
from a senior col league or board 
member.

REVIEW BY COMMITTEE
The selection committee convenes
to review the el igible appl ications. 
Each committee member assesses
the appl ications based on the
appl icant's qual i f ications, 
experience, motivation, and
preferred focus category.

REFERENCE CHECK 
For the shortl isted candidates, the
committee might contact the
provided senior col league or board 
member referenced to verify the
appl icant's qual i f ications and
potential for the program.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
October 1,  2025

PARTICIPATION FEE
The European Fine Art Foundation 
and other partners ful ly cover the
course fee. Travel  and
accommodation (special  rates
avai lable)  are at the participant’s
expense.

APPLICATION CONTACT
For any questions, please reach out 
to curator-course-
sbe@maastrichtuniversity.nl

APPLICATION PROCESS

The appl ication process for the TEFAF Curator Course involves an evaluation
by a selection committee comprising representatives from TEFAF and
Maastricht University.  The committee comprises TEFAF Board members, TEFAF 
Vetting members, and Maastricht University representatives. Here's a step-by-
step breakdown of the appl ication process:



VETTING
TEFAF sets i tself apart from every other 
organization with the thoroughness of i ts 
vetting process and extensive committees. 
Learn from Senior Vetting members and 
world-renowned art dealers about 
authenticating artworks.

ART MARKET DYNAMICS
Gain valuable market insights from 
ArtTactic founder Anders Petterson and 
have the opportunity to pose your 
questions regarding the appraisal  of 
artworks to esteemed leaders in the art 
gal lery community.

NEGOTIATING & FUNDRAISING
Discuss with Sarah Hi l l iam, Director of 
Development at the National  Portrait  
Gal lery,  the various strategies to f ind 
funding or artwork donations.

ART LAW & REGULATIONS
Explore the practical  considerations of art 
law with Dr. Donna Yates.

OTHER ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
• Conversations with leading and world-

renowned art gal lerists,  Vetting 
members, and other special ists.

• Access during Early Access 
and Collectors Preview before the fair 
opens to the publ ic.

• Museum visit  focusing on acquisit ions.
• Network opportunit ies during events at 

and around the art fair,  such as CODART.
• Attendance for TEFAF Talks and other 

visitor’s programming elements.

WHAT TO EXPECT

Led by Prof. Rachel  Pownal l ,  Founding Director of the Executive Master in Cultural  
Leadership with the Royal  Academy of Arts in London, The fol lowing topics wi l l  be 
addressed:



ABOUT TEFAF
As a  non-prof i t  organizat ion ,  The European 
F ine Art  Foundat ion champions expert i se,  
qual i ty ,  and  var iety  in  art  by  creat ing a  
community  o f  the wor ld ’s  top  art  dealers  and  
experts  to  attract ,  connect ,  and  insp ire 
v i s i tors ,  academics ,  and  co l lectors  from 
across  the g lobe.

TEFAF Maastr icht  and  New York  are some of  
the wor ld ’s  lead ing art  dest inat ions ,  spanning 
7 ,000 years  of  art  h istory and unequal led  in  
thei r  standards and the methods employed to  
estab l i sh  the authent ic i ty  and  qual i ty  o f  the 
artworks  on offer .  

The Foundat ion act ively  promotes the 
exchange of  knowledge and expert i se,  as  
demonstrated  through i ts  partnersh ip  w i th  
Maastr icht  Univers i ty  in  conduct ing the 
T E F AF C u rator Cou rse .

TEFAF and AXA XL,  i ts  G lobal  Lead Partner ,  
share the v iew that  there' s  more to  art  than 
meets  the eye.

ABOUT MAASTRICHT UNIVERSITY
Nest led  in  Europe's  heart ,  Maastr icht  
Univers i ty  i s  a  g lobal  hub foster ing d iverse 
scho lars .  I ts  innovat ive educat ion,  
internat ional  character ,  and  
mul t id isc ip l inary  research  set  i t  apart .

With  top-t ier  research ,  educat ion,  and  
socia l  engagement ,  Maastr icht  Univers i ty  
has  ga ined a  so l id  reputat ion ,  rank ing 
among the wor ld ' s  best  young un ivers i t ies .  

Wi th  the launch of  the accred i ted  
Execut ive Master  in  Cul tura l  Leadersh ip  
Programme in  2017  together  w i th  the Royal  
Academy of  Arts  in  London,  Maastr icht  
Univers i ty  i s  a  p ioneer  in  prov id ing 
Execut ive Educat ion in  the f ie ld  of  Arts  
and Cul ture.  

The MA develops and shapes Cul tura l  
Leaders  of  our  t ime and inc ludes the 
opt ion to  extend to  a  dual-degree as  an  
MBA at  the School  o f  Bus iness  and 
Economics .  

ABOUT



TEFAF.COM

CLICK HERE TO APPLY NOW

“One of the most rewarding aspects of the course was the opportunity to
connect with a group of peers who, despite coming from incredibly diverse 
backgrounds—geographically, professionally, and institutionally—shared a 
genuine passion for curatorial work.

—Maaike Rikhof, Curator at Frans Hals Museum and course participant in 2025.

Participants of 2025Participants of 2024

https://made2measure.org/tefaf-curator-course/

